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As We Gather 
For many Christians, reading the Word of our Lord from a “red letter” edition of the Bible is a special 
blessing. Seeing the words of Christ highlighted in a special color may make them more immediate and 
noticeable. The last sentence with red words in those Bible editions is Revelation 22:20, in which the 
Lord promises: “Surely I am coming soon.” John, the writer of Revelation, follows with these inspired 
words: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” Those words became part of the worship life for many in the Early 
Church as they expectantly awaited the return of the Lord to the earth and the completion of His 
promised eternal kingdom. In the season of Advent, we echo that ancient yearning cry: “Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!” 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” #344
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 
4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 
D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Text: Public domain 

Invocation 
A In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Opening Matthew 3:11; Romans 15:13; Isaiah 11:4, 6; Psalm 72:19 
A John said, I baptize you with water for repentance, 
C but He who is coming will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
A May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
C so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
A With the breath of His lips He shall kill the wicked. 
C The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and a little child shall lead them. 
A Blessed be His glorious name forever; 
C may the whole earth be filled with His glory! 
 
Confession and Absolution Matthew 3:2, 11; Romans 15:13 
We pause to remember and confess our sins before Almighty God 
A When John the Baptist was preparing people to meet the Messiah, he preached, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 



C We all need to repent, for we all have thought, spoken, and acted in divisive and sinful ways. 
A John promised that the Messiah would “baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” It was the 

same Spirit who worked faith in your hearts in Holy Baptism. Through the Word and Sacraments, 
our sins are forgiven, and we receive hope and strength to amend our sinful lives and to look 
forward to our Lord’s return at the end of all things. May the Lord, who has begun this good work 
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
A St Paul writes, “May Almighty God fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
 

  T  WORD  T 
Introit Ps. 105:4–8; antiphon: Is. 40:3b 
A In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;  

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
C Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! 
A Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 
C O offspring of Abraham, his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
A He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 
C He remembers his covenant forever,  

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
A Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come to us with Your presence. Restore to us the joy 

of Your salvation and grant us a deep and abiding peace for all of our days. By the working of the 
Holy Spirit, lead us to share that joy we now know as Your gift. Keep us in true faith until the coming 
of Your everlasting kingdom where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  The Righteous Reign of the Branch  T Isaiah 11:1-10 
          1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in the fear 
of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  



6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf 
and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the cobra,  and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s 
den. 9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD  as the waters cover the sea. 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for 
the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of Praise (Congregation) “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” Hymn 515 sts. 1-2 & 4
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising 
    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
    At midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain 
    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches 
    With alleluias clear. 
 

 The marriage feast is waiting; 
    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; 
    The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

4 Our hope and expectation, 
    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, 
    We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption 
    That sets Your people free! 

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722;  
tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Epistle T  Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles  T Romans 15:4-13 
          4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance 
and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance 
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore 
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ 
became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given 
to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, 
O Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol 
him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come,  even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel T   John the Baptist Prepares the Way  T Matthew 3:1-12 

A The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  



L In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
A “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

  

L For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.’” Now John wore a garment 
of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

A “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to 
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor and gather His wheat 
into the barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 T  Confession of Faith  T The 2nd article of the Creed 
 

A In the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, echoing the proclamation of John the Baptist, we 
confess Jesus to be the Savior, the One who fulfills God’s promises. 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

A What does this mean? 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 

born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may 
be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

 
Sermon Hymn “When All the World Was Cursed” #346
1 When all the world was cursed 

    By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came 
    With words of consolation. 
 

 

 With true forerunner’s zeal 
    The greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, 
    As Savior he proclaimed. 

  



2 Before he yet was born, 
    He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord 
    Whose mother he was greeting. 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, 
    A new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him 
    Of whom the prophets told: 

 
3 Behold the Lamb of God 

    That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes 
    The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, 
    Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy 
    Will full atonement win. 

 
4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 

    That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, 
    Our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk 
    Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him 
    In His eternal day. 
   Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul 

E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

Sermon 
 
Hymn “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” #347
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 

    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
    Tell her that her sins I cover 
    And her warfare now is over.” 

 
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
    He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many_a day, 
Now her griefs have passed away; 
    God will change her pining sadness 
    Into ever-springing gladness. 

3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying 
    In the desert far and near, 
Calling sinners to repentance, 
    Since the Kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
    Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
    And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 
4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 

    Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
    As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 
    And all flesh shall see the token 
    That His Word is never broken. 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine 
Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


Offertory Meditation 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
A We pray together as our Lord taught us,  
C Our Father who art in heaven… 

 
Closing Prayer 
A Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of Your Holy Word. 

Strengthen us through this blessed gift, that we may live in hope-filled anticipation of the end of 
all earthly things and await with joy Your final coming in glory. Grant that Your Holy Spirit enlighten 
us and that we be kept in the true faith until the last and greatest day of our Lord’s return. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
A The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit be and remain with you 

always. 
C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” #375 sts. 1-2, 4-5
1 Come, your hearts and voices raising, 

Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 
Loudly sing His love amazing, 
    Worthy folk of Christendom. 

 
2 Christ, from heav’n to us descending 

And in love our race befriending; 
In our need His help extending, 
    Saved us from the wily foe. 

 

4 From the bondage that oppressed us, 
From sin’s fetters that possessed us, 
From the grief that sore distressed us, 
    We, the captives, now are free. 

 
5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing 
    That Your love has set us free. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 
1941, alt. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

Postlude 
  



TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

Guest Organist/Pianist:  Mrs. Sherrie Smith 
Lector:  Sunday: Audrey Mitchell; 
Speaker:  Bill Leise 
Worship Leader:  Dave Kandel 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements & Notes: 
Ladies Guild will be selling Christmas Cards in the narthex for the next several weeks after service.  Stop 

and shop! 
Operation Barnabas is once again bringing Christmas cookies to Veterans in local nursing homes. If you 

would like to donate cookies (purchased or homemade) or make a cash donation, please do so by 
December 9th. Thank you. 

Time to order your Christmas Poinsettias!  The deadline to place an order is Mon., Dec. 12th.  Plants are 
$15.00. 

Volunteers needed! Now we need volunteers for SERVING the Monday evening meal the team prepares 
for the BEDS ministry.  If you can help and for more information, please contact Debbie Will or the 
church office. 

The Worth Township Christmas Drive for NEW toys and clothing will be collected until Tuesday, 
December 6.  Donations may be placed in the collection box in the narthex. 

The St. Paul Adult Choir invites YOU to join them in preparing Advent and Christmas music.  Rehearsals 
are on Wednesday evenings, following the Wed. church services. See Ruth Sievers for information. 

A Bible Study based on “The Chosen” is being held on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Timothy 
Room. Come and join the discussion. 

Southwest Lutheran Chorus will present a “Christmas Song Festival” See back page for more info… 
On Dec. 16 at 7pm, Christ Lutheran Church presents the famous baritone, Jonathan Beyer, as he and 

others perform an evening of sacred and secular Christmas music.  Advanced tickets are $20, at the 
door $25, children 12 and under $10.  Call (708) 349-0431. 

  



Please pray for these members of our St. 

Paul family 

Ruth Diver   Lois Kaminske  

Graham Jackson   Janice Przybycien  

Patricia Murdoch  The Polezoes Family 

Lenore Curran   Jan Briede 

Cathy Gleason  Katherine Hice 

Dawn McNicholas  Flora Jones 

Kevin Hickey   Gloria Meyer 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Delores Stegemann 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 

Betty Beegle   Warren Miller 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Betty Kruckow 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Julie & Larry Gurga  Kurt Seehofer 

Ingrid Lesko   Mary Ziemer 

Rose Czerniejewski 

 

Prayers of Blessing: 

Delores Stegemann celebrates her 95th birthday 

today,  

Brian Barry also has a birthday today. 

 

For those who grieve: 

For Kevin Hickey and family on the death of his 

father, Ron Hickey, called from this life on 

12/1.  Visitation and services will be 

Wednesday & Thursday, Dec. 13 & 14. More 

info to follow. 

For the family and friends of Beverly Fishbaugh, 

called from this life Saturday Morning.  

Arrangements are pending. 

 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your 

need for our congregational prayers is over 

(708) 423-1040. 

 

 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Louise Hrynkow 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Robert Gonzalez 

Doreen Holford  Judy Collins 

Luke Pajowski   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Pastor Mark Willig  Carol Loecherbach 

Carl Hoppe   Bill Jones 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Helena Hoffman  Mary Ziemer 

Rose Czerniejewski   
 

  



 


